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11— Commwdlties hauled as Frelnght on Steam R.ailways during the calendar years

928-1926—concluded.
Products. 1423, 1924, 1925, 1626,
tons. tona. tons. tons.
2. 1. ) Tas mld LT 11 dirdad
Agncultural lmplsmeuts emd vehicles other than

279,036 220,427 130,609 423,700

Auwmobzles and auto trucka | 1017683 1,086,082 1,56s.001] 1,800,791
Houschold goods. ......... ' 111, § 73,2 80,81 81,012
Furniture. . ........ 82, 87§ 55,003

Liguor and beverages
Fertilizers, all kinds
{‘vaper . printed matter, books

1.7?1 326 1,683,672
99, 208 117,694

9,268 6,221

ALY . . ettt e e 337,231 373,758 376,023 300,162

Other factures and miscellaneous.. .......... 6,016,833 6,014,472 6,179,743] 6,800,087
Merchandise. .......oiivirnnrnrieronrinnss coeee|  3,939,775]  3,638.630) 3,075,275 4,423,313
Tobal ... ... ... 24,540,700; 22,181,79% 74,399,083 26,520,172
Grand Fotal. ...l 182,258,933Y) 81,599,630 94,624,599 185,221,508

ITraffic on the Thousand Islands Ry., 48,503 tons in 1923, 39,534 tons in 1924 and 52,716 tons in 1025, is
not distributed, but is inclyded in the totats for the respective years.

Government Aid to Private Railways.—In order that the private railways
of Canada might be constructed in advance of settletnent as colonization roads,
or through thinly settled districts where lttle traffic was available, it was necessary
for Dominion, Provincial and even municipal Governments to extend some form
of assistance. In our earlier history, when our Governments had plenty of Crown
land and litile eash, the subsidies granted to railways frequently took the form of
land grants, which had the advantage of giving the railway a direct interest in
opening up the country, though it sometimes led to the railways holding large
tracts of land idle for speculative purposes when intermixed Crown lands had been
homesteaded, thus retarding the settlement of agricultural land. Table 12 shows
the areas of the land granted as subsidies to steam railway companies by the Domin-
ion and Provineial Governments, with the names of the companies in the ease of
the Dominion Government. The total area so granted up to Dec. 31, 1926, amount-
ed to 47,184,189 acres,

As the country grew wealthier, the objections to the land grant method hecame
more apparent, and aid was more frequently given in the form of a cash subsidy
per mile of line, a loan or a subscription to the shares of the railway. From 1851
up to Dec. 31, 1926, as shown analytically in Table 13, the total value of such aid
granted to steam railways in Canada, exclusive of the capital of two Government
railways (L.C.R. and P.E.LR.}), amounted to $225,467,753. Of this sumt, $176,-
693,510 represents aid granted by the Dominion Government, $33,360,615 that
granted by the Provincial Governments, and $15,413,628 that granted by munici-
palities. Table 14 records the details of the most recent type of assistance given
to private railways, »z, by the guaranteeing of their bonds or of the interest there-
upon. These guarantees enabled the railways receiving them to borrow money,
generally from British investors, at rates of interest considerably lower than would
otherwise have had to be paid. The total amount outstanding on Dee. 31, 1926,
was §484,536,819.
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